Doc 5.6. 
SUMMARY OF UNDERCOUNTED KERRY VOTE IN OHIO’S 2004 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Without winning Ohio in 2004, George W. Bush would not have been re-elected as president.  Bush was deemed to have won Ohio by 118,775 votes. 
The following table contains conservative estimates of the net number of votes shifted away from John F. Kerry in Ohio through voter suppression, error, and vote-count fraud – more than enough to have changed the outcome of the national election.  As our analysis indicates, Republicans in Ohio, led by Secretary of State J. Kenneth Blackwell, targeted all stages of the election process to create obstacles that hurt, discouraged, discounted, or disqualified Democratic votes while also taking steps to pad the president’s totals in GOP strongholds. Different things happened in different counties. The estimates detail what happened in specific Democratic and Republican locales and come from several sources. Most are based upon precinct-by-precinct analysis of the unofficial and/or official election results in every county where such records were made available as of June 2006.  Many analyses were commissioned by the authors from statistician Richard Hayes Phillips, Ph.D., and can be found at www.FreePress.org.  Other sources include “Preserving Democracy: What Went Wrong in Ohio,” the January 2005 report by the Democratic staff of the House Judiciary Committee, and investigations by FreePress.org, the Columbus Institute of Contemporary Journalism (CICJ), and the authors’ own analysis as of June 2006
.
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OTER SUPPRESSION 
Net Kerry Votes Lost: 26,049
Reason: Uncounted regular paper ballots in Ohio

Source: Authors’ analysis, “Uncounted votes in Cuyahoga County,” “Uncounted Votes in Summit County,” Uncounted Votes in Hamilton County,” “Uncounted Votes in Montgomery County,” Richard Hayes Phillips reports, and “Preserving Democracy: What Went Wrong in Ohio,” House Judiciary Committee Democratic staff report.
Explanation: According to official results, there are still 128,967 uncounted votes in Ohio. These include 93,873 regular ballots – almost all from Democratic strongholds – that were machine-rejected (76,404 punch-card ballots, 6,402 optical-scan ballots, and 11,067 electronic votes), as well as 35,094 provisional ballots that were disqualified. These all represent people who turned out to vote, stood in line, and cast ballots – only to have voting machines not record their vote. These are not spoiled ballots, but rather ballots that could not be read by the voting machines. With nearly 85 percent of Ohio voting on paper ballots (punch cards or optical-scan), voter intent could almost always have been ascertained via a hand count of these ballots.  However, Ohio’s “recount” examined only 3 percent of the state’s ballots by hand, often from precincts pre-selected for an expedient rather than a thorough accounting. Thus, no serious effort was made to understand why 82,806 paper ballots (punch cards and optical scans) were rejected. Indeed, we assume these ballots had votes for president and for other public offices. Statewide, however, there were a small percentage of ballots that did not contain votes for president. In 2004, 1.68 percent of the ballots cast in 2004 had no presidential vote. In 2000, the corresponding figure was 1.97 percent. Using a conservative undervote rate of 2 percent  (i.e., assuming that 2 percent of the 82,806 paper ballots really don’t have a vote for president on them), the remaining 81,150 could be expected to have a presidential preference. By averaging the returns in the counties where most of these ballots came from, we projected that Kerry would receive 65.1 percent of this vote, compared to 33 percent for Bush. Were Ohio’s uncounted ballots examined by hand to determine voter preference, Kerry would see a net gain of at least 26,049 votes.






Net Kerry Votes Lost: 16,778
Reason:  Intentional shortage of voting machines in Columbus

Source: “Stealing Votes in Columbus” and “Favoritism in the Suburbs,” Richard Hayes Phillips reports

Explanation: In Franklin County, official records of the 2004 election show that the Republican dominated Board of Elections delivered only 2,741 voting machines to 
precincts by the start of Election Day.  Even “by the close of the polls” only 2,798
 machines were in use.  In order to meet Ohio Law, which mandates one machine per 100-to-125 voters, the county would have required more than 4,300 machines to accommodate Columbus’s 548,267 registered voters in 2004, a number the BOE was aware of long before Election Day. The official 2004 records indicate that an additional 68 machines were available in the county, but were not provided to any polling station.  A list of yet another 76 voting machines, identified by serial number, indicates clearly that these were intentionally withheld from polling places in inner-city, Democratic-majority precincts in Columbus.  Insufficient voting machines was the principal reason for the very long lines at the polls, which caused many people to leave without voting.  Citywide precinct results clearly indicate that the shortage of voting machines depressed the turnout (almost no Republican precincts suffered a shortage of machines). In Kerry-majority precincts with ample voting machines, recorded voter turnout was 60 percent or more. However, in Columbus, where Democratic communities suffered a severe shortage of machines, the median Kerry precinct reported 50.78% turnout. Conservatively assuming the actual turnout in Kerry-majority precincts was 60 percent (as it was in comparable Democratic precincts, and as it has traditionally been in Columbus when enough voting machines have been provided to accommodate all voters) the discriminatory allocation of voting machines resulted in a net loss of at least 16,778 votes for Kerry.









Net Kerry Votes Lost: 16,064
Reason: Implausibly low turnout reported in Cleveland

Source: “Stealing Votes in Cleveland,” Richard Hayes Phillips report

Explanation: According to the unofficial precinct canvass records for Cuyahoga County, at least 30 precincts in Cleveland experienced inexplicably low voter turnout, including 7.10%, 13.05%, 19.60%, 21.01%, 21.80%, 24.72%, 28.83%, 28.97%, and 29.25%.  Seven entire wards reported voter turnout below 50%, even as low as 39.35%.  According to the official certified results, voter turnout was only 53.27% city wide.  These turnout numbers are not credible and would be historic lows in a year when all observers saw unprecedented lines at the polls.  Cleveland is Ohio’s largest city.  Kerry won all 21 of its wards, with 83.34% of the vote. Thus, a supposed 53.27% voter turnout hurt him immensely.  By comparison, voter turnout was 68.65% in Toledo, 66.31% in Cincinnati, 61.39% in Dayton, and 59.79% in Akron.  If voter turnout was actually 60% of registered voters – a conservative estimate based upon Cleveland’s past turnout rates and on turnout in other major cities of Ohio, Kerry’s margin in Cleveland was wrongly reduced by at least 16,064 votes.  
Net Kerry Votes Lost: 6,459

Reason: Burglary and targeting of Democratic precincts in Toledo

Source: “Rigging the Vote in Lucas County,” Richard Hayes Phillips report

Explanation: The 2004 election in Lucas County was tainted by professional incompetence at the Board of Election and criminal activity. Three weeks before Election Day, the Toledo Blade reported that thieves had broken into the Lucas County Democratic headquarters in Toledo and stolen computers containing e-mails discussing campaign strategy, candidates’ schedules, financial information, and phone numbers of party members, candidates, donors, and volunteers, thus affecting the entire get-out-the-vote operation. This information could have been used by Republicans to target Democratic voters.  Phillips examined the election incident reports for Toledo, and compared them to the Lucas County precinct canvass records.  The 88 precincts with the lowest reported turnout were all Kerry strongholds in Toledo. Thirty-one of these precincts are cited in the incident reports, which describe voting machine shortages, malfunctioning machines, outdated voter registration records, and marking pens that could not be read by optical-scan vote-counting machines –a level of problems that indicates targeted suppression efforts possibly based on the stolen information. If voting in these 10 wards had been free and fair, and a level of turnout was comparable to other wards in Toledo during the 2004 election and historically, Kerry’s would have received at least 6,459 additional votes.  (The county’s election irregularities were so widespread that the entire Board of Election was fired or forced to resign following the election. Moreover, the BOE was chaired by Bernadette Noe, wife of Tom Noe, a key fundraiser for Bush who pleaded guilty in spring 2006 to three felony federal election law violations and is under indictment for $13 million in missing state funds.)
Net Kerry Votes Lost: 4,783 votes

Reason: Voter Purges in Cuyahoga County (Cleveland) and Lucas County (Toledo) 

Source:  BOE records, authors’ analysis, “Purging the Voter Rolls in Cuyahoga County,” Richard Hayes Phillips report.
Explanation: One of the most aggressive and significant voter suppression tactics used by Ohio’s Republican election administrators was revoking the right to vote of Ohioans in Democratic locales prior to the election.  Between the 2000 and 2004 elections, 168,169 voters were purged from the rolls in Cuyahoga County (63,721 in Cleveland and 104,448 in suburbs) and another 28,000 voters were purged in Lucas County in the summer of 2004. Most Ohio counties do not purge voters. However, these voters were purged under the National Voting Rights Act that allows BOEs to remove people who have not voted in the past two federal elections. The law’s provisions are meant to clear voter rolls of people who move or die; not target one party’s voters. BOEs can either move the voters from active to inactive status, as was the case with 110,000 voters in Hamilton County (Cincinnati), or remove them completely. In these two counties, BOEs chose the more draconian option (voters listed as inactive can show identification to vote; purged voters cannot – even if they demand a provisional ballot it will not be counted). In Cuyahoga County 5,400 provisional ballots were rejected because the voter was declared “not registered” and 2,000 were similarly rejected in Lucas County, according to the BOEs. An analysis by Richard Hayes Phillips found that most of the purged Cleveland voters came from precincts that voted overwhelmingly for Al Gore in 2000. 

After the 2000 election in Florida, which experienced similar purging, the US Commission on Civil Rights issued a 2001 report, “Voting Irregularities in Florida During the 2000 Presidential Election” (http://usccr.gov/pubs/vote2000/report/main.htm).   This report determined that 14.1% of the voters purged from Florida’s rolls were wrongly purged, primarily because of mismatched names.  We applied this wrongly purged percentage to the voters purged in Ohio in 2004, to determine that at least 27,660 voters should have remained on the voter rolls.  We assume that the 5,400 provisional ballots from Cuyahoga counties that were rejected because voters were “not registered” correspond to wrongly purged voters who turned out to vote and were told they were not on the rolls.   (We subtracted this number from the wrongly purged number, so as not to duplicate the Cuyahoga County provisional ballot analysis below).  For the remaining 22,260 voters who were wrongly purged,  we applied the official reported voter turnout rates in Cleveland (52.27 percent), its suburbs (71.95 percent), and in Lucas County (73.96 percent) to estimate the number of voters who could have been expected to vote in the 2004 election – had they not been wrongly purged.  Using the vote splits between the candidates for these regions (in Cleveland, Kerry won 83.36 percent of the vote, compared to 15.78 percent for Bush; in the rest of Cuyahoga County, Kerry had 60.38 percent, compared to 39.18 percent for Bush; and in Lucas County, Kerry had 60.02 percent of the vote, compared to 39.54 percent for Bush, we determined that voter purges in these two counties resulted in a loss to John Kerry of at least 4,783 votes.
Net Kerry Votes Lost:  4,051
Reason: Rejected provisional ballots in Cuyahoga County and Cincinnati
Source: Authors’ analysis; House Judiciary Committee Democratic staff report, Greater Cleveland Voter Coalition
Explanation: 
Provisional ballots were created to help voters whose registration status on Election Day is in question for any reason. 
 Following the election, if a voter is deemed eligible to have voted, his or her provisional vote is to be counted. 
However in Ohio, the Secretary of State created new rules – barriers – to validating these ballots, and different Ohio counties interpreted these rules differently. (The fact that GOP-majority suburbs did not have large numbers of provisional ballots discounted and Democratic inner-city neighborhoods did, is evidence of partisan targeting.) Perhaps the most egregious rule contrary to the intent of the federal “Help
 America Vote Act” was the requirement that ballots be rejected if they were not submitted in the voter’s correct precinct. (Before Blackwell created this rule, these ballots could be turned in anywhere in the county.)  Because some Republican-dominated Boards of Election consolidated Democratic precincts for the fall 2004 election into multi-precinct locations, there were numerous reports of ballots being turned in at the right building but at the wrong table – where poll workers accepted the ballots but later disqualified them.  In Cuyahoga County, where Cleveland is located and where there were redrawn precinct lines, voter purges and an error-prone, new election-records database, 8,559 provisional ballots were ruled invalid.  This includes 2,164 provisional ballots that were turned in at the right precinct location, but wrong table.  Kerry won 71.31 percent of the county’s valid ballots. If this percentage is applied to the rejected provisional ballots, Kerry would gain 3,650 votes.  Likewise, in Hamilton County, where Cincinnati is located, BOE records show that 95.12% of the rejected provisional ballots were from Cincinnati (where only 33.89% of the voters were located, again indicating partisan targeting), and where Kerry received 67.98% of the vote.  The House Judiciary Committee Democratic staff reported that 1,100 provisional ballots were turned in at the right precinct location but wrong table in Hamilton County. If the city’s results of 67.98% for Kerry and 31.54% for Bush were applied to these ballots – every one of these people turned out and voted; they simply submitted their ballot at the wrong table – Kerry  would gain 401 votes. Together, this is a net gain of 4,051 votes for Kerry. 






VOTER SUPPRESSION SUBTOTAL: 






74,194 votes 
VOTE COUNT ERRORS AND FRAUD
Net Swing in Vote Differential: 27,000 Votes Lost
Reason:  Improbable voting patterns in southwest Ohio
Source: “Log Cabin Republicans in Ohio,” “Beyond the Connally Anomaly,” “Stacking the Deck in Warren County,” “Warren County Revisited,” and “Pick A Card Any Card,” Richard Hayes Phillips reports

Explanation: Among indications of vote-count fraud are certified results that defy common sense.  In three southwestern counties in Ohio’s Bible belt – Warren, Butler, and Clermont Counties -- over 10,000 ballots were counted as having votes both for gay marriage and to re-elect Bush. Additionally, 13,500 ballots were counted as having votes for Ellen Connally – a Democratic, pro-choice, pro-union, liberal African-American state Supreme Court Chief Justice candidate – and for Bush (what the Reverend Jesse Jackson calls “the Connally anomaly.”) These votes are not credible. The simplest explanation for these results is that, during the counting phase, votes for Kerry were switched to Bush, while the rest of the ballot was left alone (see following paragraph for the logistics of how this might have been accomplished) – creating this apparent contradiction in the certified results. If we conservatively assume the 10,500 votes for gay marriage and Bush were a subset of the 13,500 votes cast for Connally and Bush, these instances of vote-count fraud cost Kerry a minimum of 27,000 votes, as each vote switched to Bush at the counting phase also subtracted a vote from Kerry’s total. 

Examination of the ballots from these counties in the spring of 2006 (after 18 months of being denied permission to do so) suggested explanations for how these anomalous vote counts might have occurred. In Warren County, the county’s ballots were taken to a “secure, non-public” location because of an ostensible “Homeland Security Alert,” that the FBI has denied knowledge of and that evidence indicates was pre-planned by local election officials the week before the election. Reporters and election monitors were denied access to the counting process in Warren County on “national security grounds.”  Also in Warren County, the punch-card ballots did not have precinct identifier codes on them. Because Ohio rotates the order of candidates’ names, ballots from one precinct could have been run through counters programmed for another precinct. Thus a vote cast in one precinct for Kerry would be read by vote-scanning machines programmed for a different precinct as a vote for Bush, while other pro-Democratic votes lower down on the ballot - where the order of candidates did not rotate - would remain the same.  
Examination of ballots in these three counties also found anomalies that indicate ballot-box stuffing: In several precincts, for instance, every one of the final 100-plus votes was for Bush – a statistical impossibility that was nowhere seen on behalf of John Kerry.  A suspiciously high proportion of ballots in these counties also registered only one vote – always for Bush, never for Kerry – with no votes for candidates or issues beyond the presidency.  (Election monitors are trained to look for this pattern as classic evidence of tampering and vote fraud.)  
Net Swing in Vote Differential: 17,560 Votes Lost
Reason: Improbable voting patterns in seven other rural Republican counties
Source: “Election Results in Southwestern Ohio,” “One More Look at Southwestern Ohio,” “Log Cabin Republicans in Ohio,” “Anomalous Precincts in Deleware County,” “Through a Glass Darkely,” Richard Hayes Phillips reports.

Seven other Republican-majority counties saw improbable results that raise questions of ballot padding or vote-count fraud.  In Delaware County, where county officials went to court to try to block a recount, 46 percent more ballots were cast in 2004 than 2000, including 2,864 people who voted for gay marriage and Bush. These 2,864 votes indicate vote shifting and would have cost Kerry 5,728 votes, a doubling effect, as each vote shifted subtracts one vote from Kerry’s total while adding one vote to Bush’s total. When examining ballots in the county on June 2006, co-author Fitrakis and Phillips also found several precincts where the final 100 or more votes cast on Election Day were all for Bush, a statistically implausible outcome and indication of ballot box stuffing. (Those ballots are not included in this estimate as that investigation is ongoing.) Shelby County reported 81.82 percent voter turnout, the highest in Ohio. According to precinct results, Bush got 3,092 of 3,155 new voters – which is statistical improbable -- and Kerry ran 1,509 votes behind down-ballot candidate Ellen Connally – a highly suspect tally. We believe these votes are fraudulent and reflect the shifting of at least 1,509 votes from Kerry to Bush.  This amounts to a swing of the difference between the candidates of 3,018 votes.  In Brown County, Kerry ran behind Connally in 22 of 35 precincts, by 643 votes, and 411 people ostensibly voted for Bush and Connally, suggesting at least 411 votes had been shifted from Bush to Kerry, impacting the vote differential by at least 822 votes. In Auglaise County, Bush got 3,083 of 3,142 the new voters, or the equivalent. Kerry ran behind Connally in 34 of 39 precincts, and one cannot account for Bush’s totals unless 1,412 people voted for both Connally and Bush – an indication of vote shifting of 2,824 votes. The former BOE Deputy Director, Ken Nuss, a Democrat, resigned on October 21, 2004, alleging that private contractors had improperly been granted access to the county’s central tabulator computer, which compiles election results. In Van Wert County, since 2000 there was a decrease in population and voter registration, but an increase in 2004 ballots cast. Kerry ran behind Ellen Connally by 492 votes. During the recount, BOE officials told Green Party observers that the voting machine manufacturer had serviced the machine via a telephone modem.  At minimum, we project the Connally votes were shifted to Bush, costing Kerry 984 votes. In Darke County, Kerry ran behind Connally by 1,175 votes and one cannot account for Bush’s totals unless 856 people voted for Connally and Bush. The differential impact is at least 1712 votes. In Mercer County, compared to 2000 there was no change in population but nearly a 25 percent increase in voter registration, and a 13.18% increase in ballots cast – another suspect figure that suggests a combination of fraudulent voter registrations and vote counts. The unreliability of the county’s election results was illustrated when the county’s website reported 51,818 ballots cast and 47,768 ballots counted, when the Country had only 40,933 residents and only 31,306 registered voters. And, once more, one cannot account for Bush’s results unless 1,236 people voted for the president and Ellen Connally, evidence of vote shifting at the counting stage that cost Kerry 2,472 votes.   The total number of votes taken from Kerry by fraudulent vote shifting during the counting stage in these seven counties was at least 17,560 votes.
(Author’s note: All of our analyses and estimates have suggested the low end of the spectrum of vote shifting from Kerry to Bush. In a July 2006 report, Phillips looked at the high end of the spectrum in the 12 counties where Kerry received fewer votes than Connally, even though the Ohio chief justice race drew nearly 1.2 million fewer votes statewide than the race for president. (Those 12 counties were: Auglaise; Brown; Butler; Clermont; Darke; Highland; Mercer; Miami; Putnam; Shelby; Van Wert; and  Warren.) Phillips projects that as many as 60,000 votes could have been shifted from Kerry to Bush, thus affecting Bush’s margin by 120,000 votes. That analysis is included as document 4.24, but is not included in this estimate.) 


Net Kerry Votes Lost: 6,000

Reason:  Padding the Vote in Republican Strongholds
Source: “Hacking the Vote in Miami County,” Richard Hayes Phillips report; CICJ reports; authors’ analysis
Explanation: In traditionally Republican Miami County, after 100% of the precincts had reported, another 18,615 votes were
 inexplicably added to the totals, increasing Bush’s margin by almost 6000 votes.  The overall percentage of votes for Bush stayed within three-one-hundreths of a percent of the original result; the percentage for 
Kerry stayed exactly the same, to one-one-hundreth of a percent, and the final margin for Bush increased from 10,083 votes to the even number of 16,000 votes exactly, a highly suspect set of circumstances.  The best explanation for this is that a central tabulator (the computer adding up the county totals) was programmed to turn out specific results.  Miami County also reported a 20.86% increase in turnout over the 2000 election, very unlikely for a county that had gained only 1.38% in population.  For two precincts in the county town of Concord, voter turnout of 98.55% and 94.27% of registered voters was reported -- numbers almost impossible to achieve in a rural farm community.  Voter turnout was reported to have increased by 194.58% and 152.78% in two precincts in Troy, another town in the county, compared to the 2000 election, and by 30.49% to 67.19% in 10 other precincts. These numbers indicate vote padding and vote-count fraud that added at least 6,000 extra votes to Bush’s total.
When co-author Robert Fitrakis and Phillips were allowed to examine Miami County’s ballots in June 2006, the BOE director Steve Quillen actually  confirmed that the 2004 certified precinct totals were incorrect, as Phillips’ analysis had suggested.  In one precinct, Troy 3E, for instance, in the years since the election, Quillen had revised downward the number of ballots cast from 661 votes to 228 votes. In fact, none of the certified 2004 results matched the hand count in precincts conducted by Phillips and Fitrakis in June 2006, the first irrefutable proof that central tabulators had been programmed to produce fraudulent results. When asked, Quillen said he had no intention of submitting corrected vote totals to the Secretary of State’s office. (None of these errors were discovered during the December 2004 recount.)
Net Kerry Votes Lost: 2,250

Reason: Computer Fraud in Kerry Strongholds

Source: “Default Settings in Mahoning County” report by Richard Hayes Phillips

Explanation: Ohio experienced numerous problems with electronic voting machines on Election Day.  In Mahoning County, according to the Board of Elections, 20-to-30 touch-screen voting machines needed to be recalibrated during the voting process because some votes for a candidate were being counted for that candidate’s opponent.  In Youngstown precinct 2E, for example, voter testimonials claim and Richard Hayes Phillips’ statistical analysis confirms that touch screen machines were programmed to default to Bush – meaning that even if a voter touched the button corresponding to John Kerry’s name, a vote would be recorded for George Bush instead.   (No testimonials at all claimed that voters intending to select Bush had their votes recorded for Kerry instead.) 
In Youngstown 5G, a Kerry stronghold, 44 so-called undervotes/overvotes were registered, meaning ballots for which no presidential vote was counted, either because no presidential candidate was selected, or more than one was selected. This was more than three times the rate of any other precinct in the county. Because these were electronic voting machines, there are no ballots to examine. Similarly, no independent examination of these voting machines has ever been conducted. 
This finding is our only indication of how many Kerry votes were lost on the machines in question.  Forty-four votes lost in Youngstown 5G, and 25 machines on which 44 votes each “hopped” from Kerry to Bush, would result in a net loss of about 2,250 votes for Kerry.  
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118,775 votes
Author’s note: The above calculations are very conservative and do not include other likely Kerry votes that we could not fully investigate or verify, including higher estimates by other respected academics, reporters, authors, and litigators. 
Chief among these are the Kerry votes attributed to vote shifting. Cliff Arnebeck, one of the four attorneys to file the 2004 presidential election challenge at the Ohio Supreme Court, who has continued to investigate the vote count, believes the number of votes we attribute to vote switching is understated possibly by a factor of two. He writes, “Phillips’ numbers were extraordinarily conservative in bringing Kerry’s vote to equal that of Ellen Connally in the suspect counties where she reportedly received more votes than Kerry. To reflect the probabilities of the situation, the Kerry/Bush numbers should be adjusted to reflect the normal ratio of presidential votes to down-ticket races.” Indeed, the final Phillips analysis in this book (from July 2006) looks at the high end of the 12 counties where Connally outpolled Kerry, concluding that as many as 60,000 votes could have been shifted – creating a 120,000-vote margin for the president. 
Ron Baiman, a Ph.D. economist statistician at the University of Illinois Chicago and a co-founder of US Count Votes, believes 75,000-82,000 Kerry votes were lost to vote shifting – creating an even larger margin for Bush - and has been presenting his analysis in speaking engagements during 2006.
Others, such as Norm Robbins, a neuroscience professor at Case Western Reserve University and member of the Greater Cleveland Voter Registration Coalition, have investigated the 2004 election and found statistics that we were not aware of while writing most of this book. For instance, the GCVRC’s survey of provisional ballots in 18 counties (representing 60 percent of those 2004 ballots) found 10,500 provisional ballots that were rejected for being cast in the wrong precinct (right location; wrong table). Our above analysis evaluates only 2,300 of those ballots, in Cuyahoga and Hamilton Counties. Until Blackwell changed the rules for validating these ballots in the summer of 2004, they would have been accepted as valid anywhere in their county.

Other big areas of inquiry that we were not able to explore involve the record high vote totals in the rural Republican-majority counties. Our analysis of the certified results indicated vote shifting that could not be explained other than by vote count fraud (the “Connally anomaly” and votes for Bush and for gay marriage.) However, because the actual ballots and poll records were not made available until spring 2006 – and in many counties will not be made public before the 2004 ballots can be destroyed on Sept. 2, 2006 – we could not investigate fraudulent registrations and other components of ballot-box stuffing, whether on paper or electronically. Similarly, because the 2004 election challenge suit was withdrawn, no technician for any voting machine company could be cross-examined under oath to determine how they might have adjusted central vote-count tabulators to alter the reported vote count.
Other probable lost Kerry votes that are difficult to quantify and thus are not in our estimates include: the voting pattern among thousands of ex-felons who were permitted to vote in Ohio but were targeted by GOP disenfranchisement tactics, as well as the thousands of unprocessed 2004 voter registrations (particularly in Cuyahoga and Lucas Counties) that were not entered into BOE databases before the cut-off date one month before the fall election. 
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